Young children use mental simulation to reason about their performance
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How do we decide when to persist and which tasks to pursue? P 5

One obvious answer: observed performance outcomes

However, observed performance outcomes are (1) not always
available, and (2) not necessarily indicative of our true ability!

Our claim: in addition to clear observable outcomes, children can Children play a “soccer” game:

also use mental simulation to decide how/when to pursue tasks! blowing into the box seemingly
launches a ball toward a goal

expt 1: reasoning in the absence of direct outcomes —

“Do you want to wait for me to restart ———_
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expt 2 (ongoing): using simulated over direct outcomes
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children can use mental i ing?
| | reflect genuine counterfactual reasoning? reach out!
simulation to reason about e Does simulated evidence hold as much weight as
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their performance & cuide direct performance?

how they pursue future tasks! scan this QR code for a link to

repo + a copy of this poster!

e Can children use simulated performance to assess the
competence of other agents in addition to themselves?
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